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To the Reader 


This little book desires to be for you a modest but 
— as far as possible — an accurate and faithful guide 
of the Roman Forum where, by reason of office, I have 
hitherto lived the best 14 years of my life. 

The book has no pretensions in tts brevity and tts 
simplicity. Beyond the very rich series of publications 
on the Forum, often monumental and learned, my little 
work instead, wishes to be the plain, but conscientious 
words of one who follows day by day. hour by hour, 
minute by minute, the excavations, restorations, and stu- 
dies conducted by Giacomo Bont, and lives with them, 
and with him, in continual material contact, and intt- 
mate communion of spirit. 

The photographs have all been executed expressly, 
and from a new point of view, by the noted publicist 
and friend of the writer, Avv. Cav. Carlo Abeniacar, 
and will tend — of this I am certain, — to complete 
in a splendid manner, and to document the text, render- 
ing tt thus more acceptable. 


Fatthfully yours 


Romoto ARTIOLI. 
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The Roman Forum: its History, its Excavations, 
and its Restorations. 


The Roman Forum, the Forum Magnum as the 
Ancients called it; or the Forum as with modern con- 
cision we designate it to-day, is one of those spots 
every square metre of which breathes a page of his- 
tory; a locality which seems to have been by prefer- 
ence the depository, in its every stratum, of the his- 
torical life of the Latin civility. 

What if the Palatine was the cradle of Rome! The 
Forum from the remotest and legendary times of the 
city, had a most important and capital part in its life, 
and it is with good reason that we write here, the Fo- 
rum was the centre itself of Roman life. 

Fortunate events or else disasters; struggles of the. 
plebs against the aristocracy, for the conquest of poli- 
tical rights, or for a better condition of existence; 
elections of magistrates, seditions, revolutions, processes, 
proscriptions, games and spectacles, all were prepared 
in the Forum, there they began, or there they had 
their repercussion. It was as the brain to which the 
life of Rome flowed very soon, and then immediately, 
that of the uncivilized world. And the name of the 
Forum and its monuments returns in every page of 
the ancient writers. Thus it is impossible to study 
Roman History in its real and living aspect, without 
understanding the numerous passages of these authors, 
and be ignorant of the Roman Forum and its story. 

Paraphrasing Goethe, and A. Berzewezy, it may 
truly be said that the story of the whole world circles 
round this grand centre; it is a morsel of history pe- 
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trified, which the visitor with a little good will and 
clear imagination can, in fact must have revived in his 
memory, as he traverses it. 

The origin of the Forum may be traced to India, 
and its development to Iceland, etc. By the word fo- 
rum, the Italics understood a piece of ground equidis- 
tant from inhabited centres, where at certain periods 
of the year, the people met to buy and sell their pro- 
ducts. It was a market or fair which lending itself as 
the concentre of the populations, was a fitting place to 
promulgate laws, and to dispense justice, afterwards 
fixed edifices were erected which were soon transformed 
into a regular city. 

The locality where the Roman Forum rose was a 
species of valley bounded by four steep and woody 
heights: the Capitol, the Esquiline, the Coelian, and 
the Palatine, and here arrived the frequent alluvions of 
the yellow Tiber. 

We know that the companions of Hercules erected 
an altar to Saturn at the foot of the Capitol, according 
to the legend, and that here the Latins and the Sa- 
bines engaged in fierce combat, and that Romulus 
afterwards in this locality, founded the temple of Ju- 
piter Stator who had stayed the flight of his soldiers. 
Besides this temple, he constructed an altar to Vulcan, 
and another to Janus who had poured on the Sabines 
boiling sulphuric water. ~ 

Romulus and Tatius concluded a peace in the Co- 
mitium, (the word comes from coire to assemble), and 
they purified themselves at a shrine called that of 
Venus Cloacina (purifier). Then the Via Sacra, a road 
at once material and ritual united the two cities, Latin 
and Sabine. 

The monumental story of the Forum increased ra- 
pidly; Numa transformed the altar of Janus into a 
temple, and constructed the sacrarium of Vesta, the 
House of the Vestals, and the Regia. 

To Tullius Hostilius is due the Curia or Senate 
House, and to Ancus Martius, the prison; the Tarquins, 
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Etruscan artificers, constructed the Cloaca Maxima and 
attended to the drainage of the city. 

Thirteen years after the Kings had been driven 
from Rome, the temple of Saturn was dedicated, and 
this was followed by the construction of the temple of 
Castor and Pollux, and the sacrarium of Juturna. The 
shops were then removed from the Forum, and the 
vulgar commerce for which they had been built, and 
special markets were erected elsewhere in Rome; thus 
for instance there were the wine market, the cattle 
market, the herb market, the fish market, etc. 

The invasion of the Gauls who destroyed much and 
profaned the rest, rendered a reconstruction of the 
city necessary. Without delay Camillus erected the 
temple of Concord, and this was followed by the cons- 
truction of the Senaculum, the Graecostasis, and the 
Rostra. To Cato the Censor in the year 184 B.C. we 
owe the first Basilica, called byhim Basilica Porcia, to 
which were united the Basilica Fulvia, (afterwards 
Emilia), the Sempronia, and the Opimia. The cons- 
truction of public edifices in the Forum was now pro- 
secuted with alacrity, and in tart B.C. there were 
erected the Arch of Fabius Allobroges, and the Tabu- 
larium of the Capitol, in the following year. Julius 
Caesar and Augustus completed the transformation of 
the Forum. The former moved its axis still further, 
modified the Comitium, transported the rostra under 
the Vulcanal, and made the subterranean galleries for 
the games. Augustus rebuilt the Curia, and the Julian 
and Amilian Basilicas, the Regia, the temples of Sa- 
turn, Castor and Pollux, and Concord; he also cons- 
tructed the heroon of Caesar, and the Arch which bore 
his own name. 

The lorum, proceeding from Augustus down the 
imperial epoch, was adorned with magnificent edifices 
rich in marbles of every colour, bronzes, and various 
works of art, that is, the antique buildings were re- 
constructed, amplified and enriched, and new ones were 
erected such as: the Arches of Tiberius, Titus, and 
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Septimius Severus, the temple of Vespasian and Titus, 
and those of Antoninus and Faustina, the Sacrae Urbis 
Romae and the Heroon of Romulus; the Schola Xanta, 
the Umbilicus, the Portico of the Dei Consenti, the 
honorary columns, the Basilica of Maxentius, ete. In 
progress of time about 300 monuments were erected 
in the space between the Colosseum and the Tabula- 
rium. They demolished and they reconstructed both 
through necessity, and for the public ornamentation, 
and the level of the soil was continually raised, also 
for its being the bottom of a vally. The incendiary 
fires of the Gauls (364 B.C.), the fires of Nero (64 A. D.) 
Titus (80 A. D.), Commodus (191 A. D.), aud Carinus 
(283 A. D.), furnished a pretext for new and magni- 
ficent constructions, and splendid restcrations. 

After Constantine the pagan monuments began to 
be abandoned; the Christians either destroyed them, 
or converted them into churches, especially those which 
surrounded the Forum, as a benificent wreath. Then 
in the Middle Ages, the wars of the city caused ev- 
erything to be devastated and abandoned, and the fail- 
ing buildings and the rains covered all up with earth. 
From this squalor rose the tops of the columns still 
left standing, and cattle browsed on the place which 
had been the centre of the Latin world. 

But even a worse fate remained for the Forum 
which next served as a regular marble quarry hired 
out to stone masons, and the vandalisms committed 
there from 1362 to 1370 are a thing of history. These 
were repeated again in 1431, and from 1450 to 1462, 
and in 1499, etc., without taking into accouut that to 
prevent the miasma from developing there, the various 
depressions were filled up with earth brought from 
elsewhere. 

Then systematical excavations, and researches were 
initiated. In 1536 Pope Paul III, caused 200 miserable 
tenements, and 4 churches to be demolished, which 
were built over the Forum, in order to make a street 
worthy of the entry of Charles V, of France, into Rome. 
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The Farnese excavated in 1546, and Fredenheim in 
1742 and again in 1788; and Fea from 1803 till 1809. 
The French continued the researches from 1810 till 1813, 
and after them Pius VII, from 1816 till 1822, and 
Leo XII in 1829-30, and the work was continued by 
Gregory XVI; the Roman Republic, and Pius IX. 





1. GIACOMO BONI 


The Italian Government prosecuted the excavations 
under the direction of Rosa, and Fiorelli from 1870 
to 1878, and Lanciani in 1883-84, and Huelsen and 
Richter either directly or by authorization in 1886-88, 
and again in 1896. 

In 1898 the excavations and restorations in the Fo- 
rum were entrusted to Giacomo Boni, a Venetian edu- 
cated in the severe yet genial school of Sir John Ruskin, 
and his superior knowledge has given us such a series 
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of discoveries as have allowed us, contrary to all fore- 
sight, to be in a position to study the Forum com- 
pletely, with the finding of the Tomb of Romulus, the 
Via Sacra, the Heroon of Caesar, the Comitium, the 
Sacrarium of Juturna, the Basilica of S. Maria Antica, 
the Basilica of A*milia, the Sepulcretum, the Curtian 


Lake, and the equestrian monuments of the Consul Tre- | 


mulus, and Domitian, etc. 

Giacomo Boni had a well-merited fortune in applying 
to his researches in the forensic valley his own proper 
method scientifically genial, which has made the earth 
restore to us not statues only, or epigraphs or the ruins 
of monuments already brought to light, some of them, 
but all which has been hidden in its recesses. For 
him the earth was a closed book which it was ne- 
cessary to unfold patiently. page by page, separating 
and examining every shovelful of the soil explored, 
and accurately dividing the archaeological materials in 
everything brought to light. 

In this way by profound analytic labour, Boni allying 
his work to a clear interpretation of the antique texts, 
has given us a synthesis real and solid, of the story, 
and of the customs of the Roman world. 

Workmen specially appointed by him, execute the 
labours in the Forum, and the restorations limited to 
purely simple reparations made necessary by the static 
or the esthetic, is done in such a way as not to con- 
found the new part with the antique, while not offend- 
ing the eye of the beholder. 

By care of Boni — and often at his own expense — 
the plants which were necessary for the ritual usages, 
and those most dear to the sons of Ancient Rome, now 
grow in the Forum: hundreds of laurels, myrtles, cy- 
presses and roses form a verdant poetic frame to the 
classic ruins, mantling them gracefully and without 
regard to regularity as if they grew there of their own 
accord, or as if nature had invited them to protect 
every remains of Roman grandeur, while instead those 
malefic plants with their long roots which grew para- 
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sitically on the ruins, have been systematically taken 


away. The Roman flora now clothes with a pretty veil 
even the badly done restorations of a dozen or more 
years ago, and those done since, which for special 
reasons were too visible. 

At present the Roman Forum an abandoned locality 
until within the past few years, is nearly all explored 
and systematized witbin limits which time and means 
have allowed. As for the rest the excavations continue, 
not feverishly as at first, but steadily and daily. 

Hundreds of writers have in these last bears, pub- 
lished works on the grand complexity of monuments 
in the sacred forensic valley, and have written about 
the excavations and researches done there: many learned 
English, Germans, and French. The reviews and _ all 
the leading journals of the world have spoken of them 
thousands of times over, and still speak of them. Artists 
— architects, painters, aquafortists, sculptors, — descend 
to the Forum to study or to copy fragments and sketch 
the panorama; poets find inspiration there, and good 
souls dream visions, while the student under its influence 
revokes past history among its ruins. 

And not an emperor, king, prince, ambassador of 
foreign ministers sojourning in Rome, or simply passing 
through, bnt makes it a duty to visit the Roman Fo- 
rum, nearly always received and conducted over it by 
Giacomo Boni in person. 

And this crowd of pilgrims from all parts of the 
world to visit the glorious ruins of the old Latin world, 
still continues, and will always continue. 
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II. 


Guide of the Roman Forum. 


Let us commence our brief monumental guide, or 
summary review of the Forum by proceeding from the 
Campidoglio (Capitol) to the Colosseum; and this log- 
ically, because the entrance to the Forum is near the 
Campidoglio, and the plan of the visit ought to be un- 
folded thus; and because the Roman Forum is developed 
between the slopes of the Capitol and the Regia; 
and finally because nearly all the most ancient and 
important monuments are found near the hill. Our 
words too; — given the scope and size of our little 
book — must necessarily be limited, leaving aside thou- 
sands of interesting things, but things outside a rapid 
visit to the most celebrated monuments which boast the 
Latin civility. 

1. Portico of the Dei Consenti. (Porticus Deorum 
Consentium). This edifice closes the Forum at the S. W., 
and is constructed with six chambers on the ground 
floor, built in brick, having the front ornamented by 
an elegant and light portico of the composite order, 
with six columns of cipollino marble. It was restored 
in 368 A. D. by the Prefect of Rome named Pretextatus, 
who was the ardent defender of the dying paganism. 

The Portico was dedicated to the twelve major deities 
of Olympus, — six male and six female, — whose 
statues were placed two by two in each chamber. Disco- 
vered in 1834, it was restored by Pius IX. in 1858, as 
the epigraph tells us. 

2. Temple of Vespasian and Titus. (Zemplum 
Vespasiani). Of this building there remain three columns 
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with the trabeation. It is believed that the temple was 
commenced by the Emperor Titus, and finished by 
Domitian; it was afterwards restored by Septimius 
Severus and Caracalla. Built up against the Tabularium, 
of which it closed one door, it was hexastyle prostyle 
of the Corinthian order, with a quadrilateral cella covered 





2. Portico of the Dei Consenti. 


with oriental marbles, and approached by a flight of 
steps. Part of the trabeation — of fine workmanship, 
is preserved in the Tabularium. 

3. Temple of Concord. (Zemplum Concordiae). This 
temple was next to that of Vespasian, in front of the 
Tabularium, but nothing remains of it now, except the 
internal substruction of the podium, and some fragments 
of the cornices. It was buiit by Camillus B. C. 367, 
after the approval of the Licinian Laws, and the 
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consequent peace between the people and the patricians; 
reconstructed and restored by Opimius B. C. tai, by 
order of the Senate. Tiberius rebuilt it, making the 
Senate confer the charge on him, and he dedicated it 
in the year to A. D. in his own name, and that of his 
brother Drusus already dead, to Augusta Concordia. 

Politically this temple 
had much importance and 
was enriched with the va- 
luable works of famous 
artists such as Micerato, 
Zeusi, Nicia, Piston, etc., 
and here were assembled 
often the senators, and the 
Arvali Fratres. The em- 
perors sacriticed here, and 
often tumults and riots took 
place in the temple. 

The building was hexas- 
tyle prostyle of the Corin- 
thian order, with an ample 
pronaos, and a grand flight 
of steps which sometimes 
served for orators to ad- 
dress the people assembled 
in the Vulcanal, or in the 
Comitium. 

4. Tabularium. This 
was erected on the slopes 
3. Temple of Vespasian and Titus. of the Capitol as part of 

the defensive works of the 
hill, limiting the Forum on the west side. The substruction 
is more ancient than the building above, and dates from 
the year 102 B.C. when it was re-constructed by 
Q. Lutatius Catulus, by order of the Senate, after a fire 
on the Capitol. It contained the city archives, particu- 
larly those relating to the laws, several of which were 
engraved on bronze tablets; the Senatus Consulta, and 
the Plebisciti. 


Reece 
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At present we can only see the first story with 
arcades or loggia closed in 1390, for the palace above 
was erected in after years by Michelangelo for the seat 
of the Senators, and hence was called the Palace of 
the Senators, a name which it still retains, eee 


used now as the central 
offices of the Municipa- 
lity of Rome. 

5. The Julian Basi- 
lica. (Basilica Julia). 
This building extended 
from the Vicus Tuscus 
(a street so called be- 
cause the Etruscans sold 
their perfumery there), 
to the Vicus Jugarius; 
(another street which 
derived its name either 
from its position under 
the foot of the Capitol, 
or from the altar of 
Juno Juga wihich existed 
in it). The basilica oc- 
cupied all the south side 
of the Forum, and at the 


entrance was a Janus or - | 


arch where other streets 
met. It consisted of a 
central hall surrounded 
by two porticoes on each 
of its four sides; it was 
two stories high, adorn- 
ed with excellent stuc- 





4. Temple of Vespasian and Titus 
with the Tabularium. 


co work. We can still see scratched on the pavement, 
traces of inscriptions, and of the games played by young 
children and youths who frequented the place. In the 
Middle Ages there was constructed here the church of 
S. Maria in Cannapara, patroness of the rope makers, 
who used the vast area for their rope walk. The 
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Byzantine fragments ot the transepts and ambones still 
attest the existence of the sacred edifice. 

The basilica owed its origin to Julius Caesar, in the 
year 54 B. C., who, without finishing it, dedicated it in 
the year 46 B. C. It was then completed by Augustus, 
but having been destroyed by a fire afterwards, it was 
reconstructed in the year12 A. D. The fire of Carinus 








5. Basilica Julia. 


destroyed it once again, when Diocletian restored it 
(A. D. 377) and Gabinus Vetius Probianus the prefect, 
ornamented it with statues, the bases af which still 
remain. Like its companion basilicas, it served as a 
hall of justice, and the centumviri held 4 tribunals here 
which in important cases were united in one. — 
6. Templum of Saturn. (Zemplum Saturni). This 
would be — according to the legend, — the most antique 
monument in the Forum, and its erection under the 


Ret ee ee a 
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form of an altar, ig attributed to Hercules and the Greeks 
on their arrival from Argos. Tullius Hostilius, or perhaps 
Tarquinius Superbus, erected a temple over the altar 
and dedicated it, in 501 B. C., or as some writers say, 
in 497 B. C. By will of Augustus it was restored by 
L. Munatius Plaucus, but having been destroyed by the 





6, Basilica Julia with the Tabularium. 


fire of Carinus, it was rebuilt towards the close of the 
Empire. Its form was hexastyle prostyle, of the lonic 
order, but. to-day there remain only 6 black granite 
columns on the facade, and two in red at the sides. 
The bases differ one from another ; there are the remains 
of a flight of steps, and the foundations are marvellous 
for their solidity, and for the precision with which the 
blocks of red tufo are squared and put together. 

The State treasury was kept here, as also the balances 
(weights and measures), the register of births, and of 
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those condemned to death; also the ensigns of the 
legions. : 

7. The Vulcanal. This is the space which extends 
along the foot of the Capitol, in front of the temples 
of Vespasian, and Concord, bounded at one extremity 
by the temple of Saturn, and at the other by the Arch 
of Septimius Severus. It derives its name from an altar 





qe Temple of Saturn, 


of Vulcan erected here, after peace was concluded 
between Romulus and Titus Tatius. This altar was re- 
constructed by Augustus in the year g B. C. 

The Vulcanal was a place of assembly for the people, 
as the Comitium was later on. It was crowded with 
monuments among which were the four-horse bronze 
chariot taken by Romulus in his war against the Camerini; 
the statue of Romulus crowned by Victory; the statues 
of Horatius Cocles and Silvanus; the tomb of Orestes, 
etc. Here Romulus planted a cypress and a lotus tree. 
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8. The Roman Forum seen from the Temple of Saturn. 
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To-day the Vulcanal presents a net-work of drains 
of the time of the Republic; there are five different 
types still used as models for sanitary engineering. 

8. The Golden Milestone. (Miliarium Aureum).: 
We see part of the cylindrical base of this monument, 
in white marble sculptured with reliefs. It was erected 
in the year 20 B. C. by Augustus as curator of the 
roads in the vicinity of Rome, and consisted of a marble 
column covered with gilt bronze, on which the respective 
distance of each consular road from Rome to the prin- 
cipal cities of the Empire was carved. Here at this 
monument Otho assembled twenty three pretorians to 
aid him in being proclaimed emperor, on the death 
of Galba whom he caused to be assassinated. 

9. Graecostasis. This can be identified with the 
edifice placed between the Umbilicus and the Rostra 
of Caesar. It is semicircular in form, covered on the 
outside with coloured marbles, and has a staircase of 
different orders in the interior. It derives its name from 
the fact of the ambassadors from foreign nations await- 
ing here an audience of the Senate, the Greek am- 
bassadors always being given the precedence. The 
actual re-construction reveals bases of the time of the 
Empire. 

to. Umbilicus. This is a construction in brick, having 
three rows one above another, with traces of having 
been covered with marble. Itis not known who erected 
it, however the actual structure is about the decline of 
the Empire. It signalized the exact centre of Rome, 
and of the world, and stood just opposite to the Golden 
Milestone. It was a record of the sacred Omphalos 
of the temple of Delphi. 

11. Altar of Vulcan. (Ara Vulcani). As we have 
before stated, this altar gave the name (Vulcanal) to 
all the space under the slope of the Capitol towards 
the Forum. It was situated at the foot of the Umbi- 
licus, and was cut with the primitive ritual copper axe 
in the rock of the Capitoline Hill; it was covered on 
the front with red coloured plaster. 
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The blocks of tufo which lie around here, are due 
to the restoration of the altar, after its profanation by 
by the Gauls. 

On this venerable monument of the Roman race, 
the people burned fish on the 3'¢ of August every 
year, as an offering to Vulcan — the God who pre- 
sided over fire, the great necessity of lite, — and these 
being fresh water fish, the offering resulted a new evi- 
dence of the continen- 
tality of the Latin race. 

12. Senaculum. 
This was a construc- 
tion in blocks of tufo, 
between the altar of 
Vulcan and the Arch 
of Septimius Severus, 
but it is not known 
by whom, or when it 
was erected. It is sup- 
posed to have been an 
antichamber of the 
Senate, cr <else the 
place where the sena- 
tors conferred with the 
tribunes, to whom the 
ingress to the Curia 
was prohibited. 

13. Arch of Tiberius. (Arcus Tiber1), Boni’s exca- 
vations here have led to the discovery of the vast area 
of the massive foundations of this monument in front 
of the Rostra of Caesar, which still présented the long 
beams of chestnut and the planks of pine in which it 
had been fixed. The fragments of sculpture excavated 
in 1849, have been systematically arranged on the adja- 
cent base of an honorary column. 

The arch was constructed in the year 16 A. D. to 
commemorate the conquest of Germanicus, who under 
Tiberius, recovered the ensigns taken from the legions 
of Varus. It served as an entrance to the Forum here. 





g. Base of a Column 
commemorating the Decennali of an Emperor. 
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14. Rostra of Caesar. (Rostra Julia). This con- 
struction was formed by a series of little arches in 
tufo covered with hydraulic plaster. We can identify 
in it, the rostra which Julius Caesar caused to be 
transported from the Comitium where it was over- 
looked by the Senators, and had it set up against the 
rock of the Vulcanal, his policy in so doing being to 
restrict the liberty of the Senate. From it the various 





to, The Niger Lapis. 


orators harangued the people, and the monument was 
adorned with the rostri or bronze beaks of the ships 
taken in battle by Caius Menius from the Anziati, from 
whence the name rostra. These beaks were not fixed 
in the pilasters of the little arches but were placed 
on the ground beneath them, half full of water, so that 
the people could see the orator as if he was speaking 
from the prow of a vessel advanced towards them. Cicero 
spoke from this rostra, and here his head and hands 
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were afterwards hung up by Anthony. From here the 
latter showed the blood—stained and torn toga of 
Caesar, at the same time delivering a magnificent ora- 
tion, urging the people to avenge the assassination. 
15. Schola Xanta. Some archaeologists recognize 
this schola in the seven little dark chambers under 
the portico of the Dei 
Consenti; others, in 
the massive ruins co- 
vered by the marble 
pavement which cuts 
the Julian Kostra in 
two. The Schola 
Xanta was construc- 
ted by C. Avellius Li- 
cinius Trosius, under 
Caracalla, to serve 
as offices for the 
scribes and the sur- 
veyors of the aediles 
curules, and derived 
its name from A, Fa- 
bius Xanthus who 
restored it afterwards 
together with other 
edifices, enriching it 
-with many gifts a- 
mong which were va- 
rious objects of art. 
16.Commemora- ee 
tive Monument of 11. The Curia of Diocletian. 
the Caesarian De- 
cennali. (Cacsarium Decennalia). This is part of the base- 
ment of a column, ornamented on its four sides with 
scenes of victory, of sacrifice, of Apollo and Diana, and 
with the portraits of two Caesars. ‘[he style reveals 
the work of the late Empire, but it is not known of what 
Caesar it commemorates the decennalia or 10 years of 
empire, as the inscription is simply Caesarum decennalia 
feliciter. 
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17. The Comitium.. This is a space of ground in- 
cluded between the Arch of Septimius Severus, the 
Curia, the Plutei of Trajan, and the Basilica A milia. 
Every Latin city had its forum, but only in Rome 
there existed the Comitium where magistrates were 
elected for all. The name is derived from the word 
cotre to assemble together, to agree together. The Co- 
mitium was considered a sacred place determined by 

the auguries; 
5 a »» it was quadri- 
_ lateral anden- 
closed. At 
first the peo- 
ple assembled 
here, but on 
account of the 
increase of 
the popula- 
tion, they af- 
terwards as- 
sembledin va- 
rious other 
places. It was 
adorned with 
12. Arch. of Septimus Severus. Statues and 
(Towards the Capitol). columns, and 
Boni’s exca- 
vations have revealed to us the existence of twenty 
three different pavements here, from the first pavement 
of the time of the Kings, to the topmost one in traver- 
tine, (protobyzantine). 

We can see here the remains of a circular marble 
fountain, and those in tufo of the pre-Caesarian rostra 
which the Dictator transposed in front of the Vulcanal, 
as before stated. 

18. Niger Lapis. This is a lustrous black stone 
with white veins, surrounded by a narrow foot-path in 
travertine, which according to tradition, marks out the 
place where Romulus was buried, while on the con- 
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trary the body of the first King of Rome was never 
found. This black marble slab covers two basements 
of tufo, square in form, which perhaps upheld two cal- 
careous lions, a cone of tufo that was the altar on 
which the victims were immolated, and a pyramidal 
cippus with an in- 
complete archaic 
inscription, which 
has been variously 
interpreted, but 
which seems to be 
aritual law. The 
whole must be con- 
sidered a sacred 
shrine dedicated 
perhaps to Qui- 
rinus, and de- 
stroyed more by 
intestine social 
struggles than by 
the contamination 
of the Gauls. 

19. The Senate 
House. (Curia). 
Seat of the Sen- 
ate constructed by 
Tullius Hostilius, 
and afterwards re- 
built and enlarged 
by Sylla in the 
year 80 B. C,, af- 13. Arch of Septimus Severus. 
ter a fire. It was (Towards the Forum), 
destroyed again in 
the fire of Clodios, and restored by Faustus son of 
Sylla. Caesar carried on the work which was termi- 
nated by Augustus in the year 23 B. C. Burnt down 
in Nero’s fiire, it was rebuilt by Domitian, and being 
again destroyed by the fire of Carinus, it was re-erected 
by Diocletian. 
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In the VII. century Pope Honorius transformed the 
building into a church dedicated to S. Hadrian. In the 
interior — nowim- 
practicable — the 
pavement of the 
senate hall still 
exists; on the ex- 
terior were opened 
lucult like those 
in the catacombs, 
where in the VIII. 
ceutury Christians 
were buried. 

20. Arch of 
Septimius Seve- 
rus. (Arcus Seve- 
rt). Built in the 14: Plutei of Trajan. Trajan speaks from the rostra. 
year 203 A. D., as 
the long inscription on the front says « In honour of 
Septimius Severus and his sons Caracalla and Geta », 
afterwards when 
Caracalla slew 
his brother he 
caused his name 
to be erased from 
the monumentas 
he did from all 
others on which 
it appeared. 

The Arch 
seems to divide 
the Vulcanal 
from the Comi- 
tium, and must 
have been. sur- 

15. Plutei of Trajan. Suovetaurilia, mounted by a 

bronze group of 

Septimius Severus in his chariot drawn by eight horses, 
with the statues of Caracalla and Geta at the sides. 
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The arch is in pentelic marble and has four fluted 
columns of the composite order on each side in pro- 
conneso marble, on high pedestals. If the sculptures which 
adorn it are of a mediocre art, yet they possess a 
great historical value, and show the costumes of the 
epoch. On the pedestal are reliefs of barbarian prisoners 
of war led by Roman soldiers; the vaults are ornamented 





16. Plutei of Trajan. Trajan condones the debts. 


with coffers and large roses, and the four reliefs on 
the side towards the Capitol represent episodes in the 
campaigns of Severus in the Orient, i. e. the entrance 
into Babylon, the assault of the city, the siege and 
capture of Seleucia, and of Ctesiphon. The reliefs 
towards the Forum represent the victories of Severus 
in Mesopotamia, the assault of Carrh, the assault of 
Hatra, and the submission of Abgaro IX. or perhaps 
of Vologese. 

21. Plutei of Trajan. These two basreliefs in white 
- marble, most probably adorned the neighbouring Tri- 
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bunal of Trajan; they were discovered in 1872 where 
they stand. On each one is repeated with realistic 
sentiment, the scene of the Suovetaurilia, that is the 
ritual of the sacred animals: the boar, the ram, and 
the bull ready for the sacrifice. On the reliefs on the 
other sides we see Trajan inaugurating the institution 





17. The Ritual Wells, the Imperial Rostra, and the Columu of Phocas. 


of the Pueri et Puellae Alimentariae.for the succour 
of indigent orphan children, and Trajan burning the 
register of those in arrears of the taxes. Some believe 
to sec in this latter relief, a representation of Domitian 
burning the tablets, and in the former, the same Em- 
peror speaking from the rostra, in the act of promul- 
gating the laws for the protection of infant children. 
The monument is a very precious one for artists. 

22. The Column of Phocas (so called). This column 
stands between the honorary columns and the Imperial 





mm, Fee 


The Roman Forum 29 





Rostra, and is composed of a brick basement which 
supports an elegant Corinthian column formerly sur- 
mounted by a statue in gilt bronze. The inscription 
on the pedestal says that the column was erected 
A. D. 608 by Smaragdus Exarch of Italy, to the Emperor 
Phocas, but the charac- ) 
teristics of the monu- 
ment would show that 
the column was taken 
from some other buil- 
ding, while the base- 
ment is evidently of the 
time of Diocletian. 

23. The Imperial Ro- 
stra. (ostra Augusts 
Flavia). We identify this 
monument in the cons- 
truction of tufo blocks 
between the Rostra of 
Caesar and the Column 
of Phocas. It was cased 
with marble, and there 
were two chambers 
behind for the scribes. 
The rostri were fixed 
on the front in bronze 
holders, and the platform 
was ornamented with 
statues. The whole was 
the work of the Flavians, or better, of Trajan. 

There is a badly-done brick curtain at the extremity 
towards the Comitium, the work of the V. century A. D., 
due perhaps to Ulpius Julius Valentinus, prefect o1 
Rome under Anthemius, in memory of a naval victory 
gained by the Romans over Genseric. From this cir- 
cumstance the construction obtained the name of Rostri 
Vandalaci. 

24. Excubitorium and Honorary Columns. Along 
the front of the Julian Basilica, there is a branch of 





18. The Imperial Rostra. 
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the Via Sacra which, on the other side is flanked by 
eight brick constructions. The first — that opposite 
the entrance to the Vicus Tuscus, — is an excubito- 
rium or guard-house of the city Vigzili (fire brigade); 
the other seven are hases of honorary columns of the 
decline of the Empire. They are believed to have been 
erected py 
Diocletian in 
honour of cer- 
tain princes 
and magis- 
trates. They 
were cased 
with marble, 
and on them 
columns were 
erected, sur- 
mounted with 
statues. In 
1899 Boni 
placed on 
these pede- 
stals two co- 
lumns, one 
: of which, it 
1g. The so-called Column of Phocas, is supposed, 

‘ waserectedin 

honour of 

Claudius the Goth, because of the holes which were 
made in it to secure the bronze palms with which it 
was decorated, and from which it was called palmata. 
25. Ritual Wells. (Pozzi rituali) These were sacred 

or augurial wells or pits made from the Comitium towards 
the Rostra, and along in front of the Julian Basilica, 
forty one in number. They are built in tufo, and are 
rectangular, lozenge, or pentagon, covered by a pavement 
of tufo. They served Caesar perhaps for the sacrifices 
ordered by him, to appease Mother Earth profaned by the 
removal of the axis of the Forum, a deed he had done. 
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They were filled with libation cups and bones of 
animals. 
26. The Curtian Lake. (Lacus Curtius). One ot 
three legends concerning this venerable spot, narrates 
that in the year 393 of the city, an abyss opened in 
the middle of the Forum, and the auspices declared 





20. Central area of the Forum with the Lake of Curtius. 


that it could only be closed by semething which Rome 
held most precious, being sacrificed in it. Thereupon 
a young and noble warrior named Marcus Curtius, en- 
closed in his armour, starting on horseback from the 
temple of Concord, and crying aloud to the citizens 
there assembled that the thing most sacred to Rome 
was courage and patriotism, devoted his life to the 
Manes. Precipitating himself into the abyss, it im- 
mediately closed over him, and the people in gratitude 
to the citizen-hero, threw fruits, money, and precious 
vases on his tomb, aud erected an altar sacred to him. 
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The excavations have brought to light the- precise 
platform of tufo which covered the spot, surrounded 
by a narrow path, in the centre of which is the base 
of the altar, dodecagon in form. The exploration not 
yet complete, has brought, to light a Roman verricello, 
(a sort. of capstan = ‘sucula) of wood. 





21. Shrina of Venus Cloacina. 


27. Tribunal of Traian. (Tribunal Triani). Be- 
tween the Curtian Lake and the foundation of the eques- 
trian monument of Domitian, which has been partly 
covered again, Boni found a construction which he 
identified as the remains of the Imperial Tribunal of 
Trajan, or the offices where the Emperor dispensed 
justice, and which perhaps were ornamented by the 
two marble plutei of which we have already spoken. 

28. The Equestrian Statue of Domitian. (Equus 
maximus Domutiant). Discovered immediately close to 
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the Curtian Lake, this ruin consists of.a very stout 
platform or foundation with blocks of travertine which 
held the fastenings of the hoofs of the horse. This 
colossal honorary monument was destroyed with all 
other effigies of the Emperor, when the senate con- 
-demned his memory to oblivion. 





22. Basilica Atmilia. 


The group was six times life size, and corresponded 
to the enthusiastic description which the poet Statius 
has left us of it. 

In excavating the foundations Boni found in a mass 
of travertine hollowed out, and covered over with a 
slab of the same material, five vases of primitive for- 
mation, one of which contained quartz of gold, and 
we may therefore infer that this was one of the ear- 
liest foundation stones used in Rome, as we put parch- 
ments and coins under foundation stones now. 
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29. The Equestrian Statue of Constantine. This 
monument rose on a foundation constructed with ma 
terials takem from edifices which had been erected on 
the last pavement of the Forum near the platform of 

the equestrian statue of Domitian. 
30. Galleries of Caesar. (Cunicula). ‘These consist 





23. Basilica A-milia, the part restored in the Middle Ages. 


evidently of a subterranean passage which traversed 
the Forum longitudinally from the Column of Phocas 
as far as the keroon of Caesar, cut transversally at 
right angles by four other galleries, each of which 
terminated in a square chamber, and where they crossed 
there was a large square aperture. 

These galleries served as armouries or magazines 
for the games which Julius Caesar gave to the people 
in the Forum before the amphitheatre of Statilius was 
constructed, and here were arranged the preliminaries 
of the Judi, or gladiatoral combats, and the scenic 





—— 





24. The Roman Forum from the Herooz of Caesar to the Campideglio (Capitol). 


®% 
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spectacles. By apposite wooden machines — elevators 
— the various apparatus required for the spectacles, 
and the men who took part in them, were raised to 
the level of the Forum. 

31. Janus Medius. This was a square monument, in 
front of the basement of the Basilica A‘milia, but 
there remain only the substruction and part of the brick 
walls. It is not to be confounded with the famous temple 
of Janus, but served as an arcade where to transact 
business together with two other companion arcades 
which were erected in the Forum: /anus imus e Janus 
summus. 

32. Shrine of Venus Cloacina. This monument is 
seen leaning as it were, against the steps of the Basi- 
lica Acmilia, on the Via Sacra. It is a circular cons- 
truction formed with blocks of tufo and peperino, with 
a platform in travertine, and a threshold in marble. 
There are also traces of a railing round it. It contained - 
two statues, and its origin was the purification there 
accomplished by the Romans and Sabines, with branches 
of myrtle after the battle in the forensic valley. Then 
this shrine of Venus was erected which from the word 
cluere to purify, was called Cloacina. 

33. Basilica AEmilia. This was one of the most 
magnificent edifices of the Roman world. It occupied 
the meridional side of the Forum, from the Curia to 
the temple of Antoninus and Faustina, and was founded 
in the year 179 B. C. by M. Fulvius Nobilior. It was 
restored, and ornamented by Scipio Nasica, Silla, and 
M. Emilius Lepidus respectively, and from this latter 
it took the name of Basilica’ A*milia, while before it 
was called Basilica Fulvia. His son L. A°milius Paulus, 
25 years afterwards reconstructed or at least completed 
the restoration, receiving from Caesar 1500 talents 
(about 120,000 pounds) for the purpose, and his son 
again, Paulus A‘milius, ultimated the work, and dedi- 
cated it in the year 34 B.C. Twenty years later (B.C. 14) 
Augustus in consequence of a fire repaired it, and under 
Tiberius (22 A. D,) Amilius Lepidus restored and em- 
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bellished it at his own expense, but in the V. century 
it was almost entirely destroyed by fire again. However 
it was partly restored by Petronius Maximus, Prefect 
of Rome, and completely so by Theodoric. The fire 
of Robert Guiscard in 1084, caused its ultimate ruin. 

The basilica is now entirely uncovered by the exca- 





25. The Sacrarium of Juturna. 


vations not yet finished. It consisted of a portico 
which ran along the front, with 16 enormous pilasters 
separated by a curtain wall of tufo, intoso many shops 
or tabernae. A large hall extended behind, which had 
a splendid pavementin African marble. The fire fused 
the bronze ornaments and many coins and medals which 
were there, and calcined the marvellous African co- 
lumns, the fragments of which lie accumulated under 
the bank of earth which bounds the basilica at the back. 
as also soime larger pieces in the Forum. 
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Of this monument superb in its beauty and vastness, 
the very many architectonic remains are notable, among 
which are two pilasters which for delicacy of work and 
ornamentation are not excelled by the Ara Pacis ; the 
marvellous torso of Juno adjacent to them, is perhaps 
a Greek work. 





26.*The Sacrarium of Juturna. The Well. (Pisczua). 


The two splendid bas reliefs walled in the taburnae 
of the portico reconstructed by Theodoric, belong to the 
temple of Concord. . 

At the angle of the basilica towards the temple o 
Antoninus and Faustina, lies a monumental inscription 
on a large slab of marble which was above on the por- 
tico of the basilica, or perhaps on a quadrilateral portico 
added to it by Augustus. It is in honour of Lucius 
Caesar, adopted son of Augustus, and son of Agrippa 
and Julia, and is remarkable for the beautiful letters 
cut 25 centimetres deep in the pure Augustan style. 
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In the last excavation of the magnificent edifice there 
were found other pilasters very finely sculptured, co- 
lumns, pieces of walls which had fallen, and other re- 
mains of the fire. 

34. Cloache Ma- 
xime. It results from 
the researches of 
Boni that the cloaca 
or sewer which pass- 
es under the Basi- 
lica A<milia, the Via 
Sacra, and the Basi- 
lica Julia, traversing 
the Foruin Boarium, 
etc.,is not the Cloaca 
Maxima of Tarqui- 
nius which was the 
work of Etruscan 
artificers.. In fact it 
is on a higher level 
than that of Tarqui- 
nius, too ample fora 
Rome in formation, 
and constructed with 
masses of travertine 
and tufo taken from 
edifices of the Re- 
publican period, and 
revealing in its for- 
mation the work of 
the Il. century B. C. 

The primitive Cloaca Maxima is perhaps that which 
traverses the portico of the Basilica A‘milia; it is not 
so large as the other and is at a lower level, constructed 
with square blocks of tufo cut with the hammer and 
chisel. 

35. Equestrian Statue of Tremulus. (Equus Tre- 
muli). The platform of the foundation with remains of 
the socles in travertine, and of the imperial marble 





27. The Sacrarium of Juturna. The Shrine. 








— 
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pedestal, may be seen in front of the heroon of Caesar, 
The statue was erected in the beginning of the IV. 
century B. C. to the Consul Marcius Tremulus who: 
conquered the Hernici. He was represented with the 
toga but without the tunic, and this was one of the 
most antique monuments erected in the Forum, and 
perhaps was the first equestrian statue ever placed 
there. 

36. Heroon of Caesar. (Heroon Divi Juli). On the 
spot where the people, excited by the speech of Mark 


‘Anthony, cremated the body of Julius Caesar, they 


erected an altar on which they offered unauthorizéd 
sacrifices in gratitude for the bounties of the murdered 
Dictator, and there, on a column of Numidian marble 
about 20 feet high, there were inscribed the words 
Parenti Patriae. Dolabella caused both altar and co- 
lumn to be demolished, and had the place paved. But 
the people rose in revolt and much disorder and 
bloodshed ensued, so that he was forced to promise 
that the memorials should be reconstructed, and a 
temple (heroon) built, and when this was accomplished, 
Augustus having conquered Perugia, sacrificed 300 
prisoners of war on the reconstructed altar. Begun in 
the year 33 B. C., the heroon or temple was dedicated 
four years later, and in front of it Augustus erected a 
tribunal ornamenting it with the beaks of the ships 
which he had captured at Actium from Anthony. 

The altar stood within a hemicycle, but nothing now 
remains of it except the high podium, or massive 
platform, the hemicycle despoiled of its marble coatiug, 
the base of the altar, and some architectonic fragments 
in white marble. 

37. Arch of Augustus. (Arcus Augusit). This arch 
had three arcades, and was voted by the Senate B. C. 20, 
for the re-conquest of Parthia, and of the standards 
and soldiers which had been lost by Licinius Crassus. 
There still exist the foundations of the monument and 
the marble masses of the pilasters of the central arcade, 
excavated close by, and placed in position. 
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38. Sacrarium of Juturna. (des Juturnae). The 
legend says that Aulus Postumius, Dictator when the 
battle of Lake Regillus was fought — (B. C. 496), promised 
to build a temple to Castor, in case of victory, whereupon 
there appeared the forms of two gigantic but beautiful 
youths — Castor and Pollux, the Dioscuri brothers, — 





29. The Sacrarium of Juturna. Particulars of the centre. 


who fought for the Romans, and caused them to gain 
the day. They appeared in the Forum in the evening 
to announce the victory, and to water their palpitating 
horses. 

The apparition of the Dioscuri was repeated when 
Paulus A‘milius defeated Perseus. 

In gratitude to the Twin Brothers the Romans erected 
a temple to them; the waters of Juturna, in which they 
had watered their horses, were collected in an apposite 
well, and invalids repaired there to be cured, as they 
do to-day at Lourdes. 
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The sacrarium was restored by Hadrian who veneered 
the basin with white marble, which was formerly in 
opus reticulatum. Towards the close of the Empire 
the sacrarium was transformed into a hydraulic office. 

This sacrarium is composed of a well or /acus with 
a central block which doubtless sustained the marble 
group of the Dioscuri. Close beside it is the shrine of 
ihe Goddess adorned with two marble columns, and 
with a triangular tympanum which has an inscription 
cut in letters of bronze. Below on the base was a 
statue of Juturna. [n front of the shrine there is a 
well with a beautiful top, ornamented with sculptures, 
which has the name of Barbatius Pollius Questor B. C. 41; 
it has also the grooves made by the cords which were 
used to draw the water up when it was required for 
medicinal purposes. The marble altar in front of the 
well has a relief of the farewell of Juturna and her 
brother Turnus. 

As may be seen, the sacrarium had several small 
chambers for the sick, and for incubation that is the 
sleep in which the patient received, while in that state 
of repose, the curative responses of the Divinity. These 
chambers are ornamented with mosaics of aquatic 
subjects, and the water rises from two springs. 

An ascent with arches, conducts from here to the 
Palatine. The excavations in this place have brought 
to light a quantity of terra cotta jars and glass, which 
were used to serve the water. There are many frag- 
ments of sculpture besides, among which is a marble altar 
within the wellon the four sides of which are respectively 
sculptured in relief the Dioscuri, Leda and the Swan, 
Diana Lucifera and Jupiter. Sacrifices were offered on 
this altar, and as before mentioned the block in the 
centre of the wel! sustained the marble group of the 
Dioscuri and their horses, fragments of which may be 
seen here, a splendid work Of art of the V. century 
B. C., broken to pieces by the Christians; a statue of 
_A¢sculapius and with him, a boy throttling a cock offered 
in sacrifice ; an archaic torso of Apollo, etc. 
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The salubrious lymph of the fountain which had 
served the Romans to verify the weights in their 
meteorology by the elements, was profaned by the 
Christians who barbarously constructed a public water 
closet above the well. 

39. Temple of the Dioscuri, or of Castor and 
Pollux. (Zemplum Castoris). A monumental record 
of the aid given by the divine Brothers to the Romans 
at Lake Regillus, this temple was dedicated B. C. 484, 
by the son of the Dictator Postumius author ot the vow. 
(see Sacrarium of Juturna). \n B. C. 107 L. C. Metellus 
Calvus Dalmaticus reconstructed or restored it, embellish- 
ing it with the spoils taken from the Dalmatians, and 
ornamented it with statues and paintings. Tiberius 
restored it again, and dedicated it to himself and his 
brother Druses A. D. 6. Caligula opened a door in 
the wall at the end of the cella, and made the temple 
the atrium of his palace, saying that the Dioscuri were 
his porters. Claudius restored the edifice to its pristine 
use, and it seems that Hadrian was the last who did 
anything for it. , 

The monument had been used for various purposes: 
a tribunal for the reunion of the Senators; a treasure 
house for part of the money raised by the taxes; the 
offices of the comptroller of weights and measures, etc. 

The Christians threw down the gigantic columns of 
this beautiful temple, which had eleven on each of its 
four sides, standing on high bases with two flights of 
stairs to give access to the building. The substructions 
are magnificently constructed with massive block of tufo 
accurately cut square; only three columns of the temple 
now remain and part of the cornice, and these were 
strengthened a few years ago. 

4o. Vicus Tuscus. This road joined the Velabrum 
and the Circus Maximus to the Forum, and ran along 
between the Basilica Julia, and the temple of the Dioscuri. 
The Etruscans merchants carried on an active trade 
here in perfumes; it was a place of bad repute, and 
was adorned by a statue of the Etruscan god Vertunnus, 
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41. Basilica of Santa Maria Antica. This church 
was due perhaps to Pope Sylvester wishing to destroy 
the cult of Vesta, whose temple and house were close 
by. It was built in a grand hall of the imperial palace 
which presented parts of the 1. II. and II. centuries A. D. 
Pope John VII. (705-707) restored it, ornamenting it 





30. Basilica of S. Maria Antica. 


with frescoes and a marble ambone or pulpit. It had 
already been restored by this Pope’s father, and other 
popes caused works to be executed here, as far as the 
marshes of the Forum. The stones continually falling 
from the ruined walls above of the old buildings, 
perhaps caused the basilica to be abandoned towards 
the end of the XI. century. 

Then a new church dedicated to S. Maria Liberatrice 
was constructed above it; a building reconstructed and 
restored several times until 1900, when it was demolished, 
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and under it was found this antique church which had 
been believed by some ‘to be under the church of 
S. Francesca Romana. 

The name of S. Maria Antica is derived from its being 
the most ancient church in Rome, dedicated to the Virgin. 

Entering, on the left is an oratory called the Ora- 
tory of the Forty Martyrs from the story of the mar- 
tyrdom of the soldiers of Sebaste painted on the apse, 
a work of the VIII. century. There is another mural 
painting on the left, representing the 40 martyrs in 
glory, and on the right there is a sarcophagus which 
once contained the body of a gerusiarch, as the in- 
scription states. 

The church has a portico in masonry with Juculi 
for the dead, nearly all mural and ornamented with 
paintings. On the left an ascent by four flights leads 
to the Palatine, and is the same by which Caligula de- 
scended from his palace to the temple of the Dioscuri. 

In the church itself there is first a vast atrium with 
a large well or pond in the centre, lined with marble, 
which appertained to the imperial palace, and by the 
Christians transformed into a cemetery, because it was 
found filled with human bones. The walls of the 
atrium are covered with paintings; on the right in a 
niche is a painting of S. Agnes, S. Cecilia, and S. Anne, 
byzantine decorations; the monk S. Abbacirus with 
a long beard, and above, the Saviour between this same 
Saint and S. John. On the right wall we see the Virgin 
enthroned surrounded by Saints, among whom is a 
nontiff with a square nimbus, indicating that he was 
still living when the portrait was done. It may have 
been Stephen II. or perhaps Adrian I. (VIII. century). 
He is represented offering a book to the Virgin to whom 
he is presented by S. Peter, two other pontiffs, and 
two saints. There are also on this wall figures of 
». Crescenzio (?), S. Biagio, S. Basil, S. Laurence, 
S. Christopher, S. Benedict, and Jesus between two 
angels, and’ a believer at his feet; S. Anthony, S. Maria 
Egiziaca, etc., all the work of the VIII. century. 
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That part of the basilica which extends beyond the 
atrium consists of three naves, separated by 2 granite 
columns on each side, with beautiful Corinthian capi- 
tals, and presents the divisions for the schola cantorum 
(choir) with stone seats covered with marble; the walls 
are frescoed. There is an octagonal base in brick in 
the centre, the remains of a baptismal font, or of an 
ambone, the octagon upper part of which lies close 
by. It is in white marble with Greck and Latin letters 
on it. 

There are two cycles of frescoes on the walls of 
the left nave, belonging to the VIII. century. The sub- 
jects above are from the Old Testament and _ repre- 
sent; Abraham’s Sacrifice, Noah’s Ark, the Flood, 
Noah’s Sacrifice, Sacrifice of Isaac, Jacob’s Dream, 
Jacob wrestling with the Angel, Jacob’s Sons telling, 
their Father of the supposed death of Joseph, Joseph 
sold by his brethren, Joseph and Potiphar, Joseph and 
Potiphar ’s Wife, Joseph in Prison, and the realization 
of the interpretation of the dreams of the chief butler, 
and chief baker. 

- The second cycle represents Christ. enthroned in 
the act of blessing; thirteen Saints of the Latin Church 
are on His right, and thirteen of the Greek Church 
on His left. 

The chapel at the end of this nave is dedicated to 
S. Quiricus and S. Julitta, whose martyrdom is painted 
on the wall. At the end is a fresco of Christ on the 
cross, the Virgin and Longinus stand on the right, and 
S. John and the sponge — bearer on the left of the 
Saviour. Below is a group of the Virgin and Child 
enthroned, on the right of whom are S. Peter, 5. Ju- 
litta, and Pope Zacharias (741-752) who has the square 
nimbus. On the Virgin’s left are S. Paul, S. Quiricus, 
and S. Theodotus; this latter was the administrator of 
the Basilica of. S. Maria Antica, and he is represented 
here in the act of offering the church to the Virgin. 

On the wall at the end of the chapel of the central 
nave there is a Crucifix between S. lohn and Mary, 


48 Romolo Artioli 








with rosy cherubim above, and below are larger an- 
gels with scrolls on which are passages in Greek from 
the Bible, and Christians drawing towards the cross. 

Here on the right of the spectator is a real pictu- 
resque palimpsest of which the most remarkable are 
the Virgin bedecked with gems, enthroned with the 
Infant Jesus; beside them is a winged angel, a fine 
painting of the VI. century; two figures which made 
part of an Annuciation of the IX. century, and here 
and there, farther down, Saints and Pontiffs. 

In the apsidal niche there is a gigantic Christ in 
the act of blessing, at whose sides stand in two groups 
the symbols of the Evangelists, and (on the right) the 
Virgin who presents Pope Paul I. wearing the square 
nimbus, (757-769). On the side walls we see the story 
of the life of Christ, depicted fn so many rectangu.ar 
spaces, and below in a stucco frieze are 12 medalions 
with figures of the Apostles. 

The right nave of the basilica terminates in a side 
chapel, the end walls of which are painted with five 
Saints, on the right wall are other Saints done in a 
better manner. This nave has the reuains of frescoes 
representing subjects from the New Testament, and 
with the rare representation of the Three Holy Mo- 
thers; this painting is in a niche, and is a work of 
the VIII. century. 

There are other interesting mural paintings in the 
central nave, and thus the basilica affords us a co- 
pious and precious source — almost unique — for the 
study of medioeval paintings. Many marble fragments 
have also been excavated here: columns, bases, cor- 
nices, capitals, etc. These are now arranged in various 
parts of the - basilica, with some sarcophagi amongst 
which — in the left nave, —is an important Christian 
one of the IV. century, on which are carved Jonah and 
the whale, the Good Shepherd, the baptism of Christ, 
and the miraculous draught of fishes. There in also 
a pagan sarcophagus of the III. century, with scenic 
masks, and in the right nave there is a sarcophagus 
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in which lies one Clodia Secunda « most gentle spouse 
of a centurion of the X. city cohort, who died in the. 
year 207, after more than 17 years of married life.» 

42. Temple of Augustus. (Templum Divi August). 
This ‘is the name given by some authorities to the 
vast hall which is found on the right of the church of 
S. Maria Antica, with curtain walls in brick resting 
on blocks of travertine, part of which was medioeval 
spoil. 

The building was ornamented with painted stucco, 
with a vaulted ceiling, and had statues in the niches. 

Other writers believe that it treats of a hall in the 
palace of Caligula, of almost equal size to that trans- 
formed into the church of S. Maria Antica, and they 
contend that the temple of Augustus, commenced by 
Tiberius, and finished by Caligula, but destroyed then 
by fire, and afterwards reconstructed by Domitian, the 
temple in which the Arvali frequently offered sacrifice, 
is the circular building now the church of S. Theodore. 

43. The Magazines of Germanicus. (Horrea Ger- 
maniciana). Behind the last mentioned edifice, and 
between it and the Palatine, the excavations have 
brought to light,a series of buildings constructed with 
blocks of tufo, on the side against the church, with 
smaller edifices of inferior masonry in the middle, and 
in these ruins may be recognized the magazines or 
store houses of Germanicus, the Horrea Germaniciana. 

44. Janus. The lateral construction at the slope of 
the access to the Forum, is called by this name. <It 
consists of two walls vaulted over, which like all its 
companion buildings served on the public roads as re- 
fuges from sun and rain. 

45. Temple of Vesta. (Aedes Vestae). This temple 
was erected by Numa, or perhaps by Romulus, at the 
foot of the Palatine, wherein to adore the purifying 
fire which along with the water was interdicted to the 
unworthy. Burnt down in the invasion of the Gauls, 
It was injured again by fire B. C. 210, but was saved 
by the courage of thirteen slaves who obtained their 
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freedom as a reward. It was threatend again by fire 
in the time of Augustus, and ruined afterwards by an 
inundation of the Tiber. The fire of Nero destroyed 
it entirely, but he 
and his succes- 
sors restored it. 
The fire of Com- 
modus burnt it 
down to the 
ground (A. D. 
Tot), and then 
for the first time 
profane eyes 
gazed on the 
Palladium,which 
the Vestals car: 
ried to the Pala- 
tine for safety. 
Julia Domna 
wife of Septi- 
mius .Severus, 
and her son Ca- 
racalla rebuilt it, 
A. D. 216, but it 
was confiscated 
and closed to- 
gether with the 
house of the 
. EA LIESREE Vestals A. D. 
31. Shrine of the Vestals. 304, by Theo- 
dosius. Then, 

after so many centuries, the sacred fire was spent, 
which had always been kept burning through the ages. 
The temple was excavated in 14809, in 1549, in 1870, 
and again in 1883. Boni completed the work however, 
uncovering the sacred precincts of the building, and 
recognizing in it the various reconstructions and re- 
storations, and the subterranean cella or favissa where 
the sacred ashes were preserved, which every year 
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were employed as ritual manure for the earth. Frag- 
ments of columns, of the architrave, the cornice, and 
the portico lie alongside the ruin. The edifice was 
spherical in form, like the earth, and here the Vestals 
kept the sacred fire perpetually burning on the altar, 
with branches of oak, and if the Vestal in charge allowed 





32, House of the Vestals. Atrium and ponds. 


it to go out, she was scourged by the Pontifex Ma- 
ximus, and had to light it again by the sun’s rays. 

46. Shrine of Vesta. This is close to the temple, 
and precisely at the entrance to the house of the Ves- 
tals. It was erected, as the inscription says, by the 
Senate and Roman people, and in it was a statue of 
Vesta, or of Rhea Silvia. The shrine was recon- 
structed in the time of Hadrian, and was one of the first 
things restored by Boni. 

47. House of the Vestals. (Domus Virginum Ve- 
stalium). This house like the temple of Vesta, was 
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founded perhaps by Numa, and shared the same vicis- 
situdes; the actual ruins are those of the restoration 
of Septimius Severus. 

It is composed — on the usual type of the Roman 
house — of an atrium surrounded by a double portico 
sustained by columns, the central part being open to 





33. House of the Vestals. Statues of the Vestals Superior. 


the sky, and containing three ponds. From this open 
space the rooms of the priestesses received light. 
Under the portico, and on so many pedestals with 
laudatory inscriptions, were enthroned statues repro- 
ducing the likeness of the several Vestali Massime, or 
Vestals Superior, or Abbesses, as we should say now; 
and these statues are interesting to us for the repoduc- 
tion of their costume. Over them the white roses now 
climb poetically. One of these pedestals from which 
the name has been erased, would lead us to suppose 
that rather than being rendered culpable by the violation 
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of her oath, she had become a Christian, and this is 
the more probable considering the epoch. 

At the end of the atrium is the tablinum or reception 
room which has three rooms on each side, or parlours, 
one for each sacred virgin. The follow the bath room, 
the bake house, the room with the millstones for grind- 
ing the corn to make the bread, and many other rooms 





34. House of the Vestals. Statues of the Vestals Superior. 


with rich marble pavements of a hundred different 
colours, ornaments of polished stucco, etc. 

The rooms at the extremity of the atrium, opposite 
the tablinum, one of which is apsed, constituted the 
penetralia that is where the Penati or records sacred 
and fatal to Rome where jealously guarded. When at 
the end of the IV. century the house passed to the 
crown, it was adapted for private dwellings, and some 
of the sewers being stopped up, the pavements were 
raised on brick pilasters. The remains of mosaics, 
pieces of tufo walls, etc. which we see in the atrium, 
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at a lower level, belong to the ancient edifice of the 
time of the Republic, orientated differently. 

At the corner of the house where there was a side 
entrance to the temple, we see the sacred oven required 
for the torrefaction of the grain, and the preparation 
of the mola salse used in the marriage ceremonies of 
the patricians. 





35. The Regia. Entrance and laurels. 


48. The Regia. This building also is said to have- 
been erected by Numa. It was destroyed by the 


Gauls ; burnt down B.C. 210; and in the year 148 B.C. 


injured by fire again but not completely destroyed. 
Burnt again by a third fire, it was rebuilt by G. Domi- 
tius Calvinus who reconstructed it with money from 
the Spanish cities, allowed by Augustus. The fire of 
Nero burnt it again, and then that of Commodus. It 
was rebuilt probably by Septimius Severus and Cara- 
calla in its actual form. 


bar 
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A venerable mass of monuments of the primitive 
Italic religion, it served for many ceremonies, and uses 
of supreme importance. It was the official residence 
of the Pontifex Maximus, and here were held the as- 
semblies of the College of the Pontiffs. The sacred 
utensils were religously kept here, and the annals, 
commentaries, and acts of the Pontiffs; also documents 





36. The Regia. Shrine of Mars with the spears. 


relating to the calendar, and the consular and triumphal 
archives. These fasti as they were called, were engra- 
ved on a marble tablet, and put up on the outer wall 
of the Regia, many fragments being now preserved in 
the Capitoline Museum. 

As we see the Regia now, we perceive the remains 
of the steps which led up to it, flanked by two laurels 
planted there by G. Boni. The offices of the Kalatores 
Pontificum et Flaminum, that is of the freed-men at- 
tached to the Colleges of the Pontiffs, and the flamens, 


56 Romolo Artioli 





were in the lowest part of the building, (on the w. side). 
Boni uncovered the sacrarium of the Ops Constva (sa- 
cred granary), access to which was permitted only to 
the priests and the Vestals. This consists of a fairly 
spacious cistern or pit which contained the sacred corn 
necessary for the many ceremonies. There were also 
the Hastae Martiae (now a circular nucleus of tufo), 

ee on which the religious 
lances of Mars were 
planted with the ends 
on the ground, which 
by their vibration gave 
warning of coming 
earthquakes, accom- 
plishing the work of a 
real seismograph. 

49. Temple of An- 
toninus and Faustina. 
(Templum Faustinae) . 
This temple was decreed 
by the Senate, together 
with grand public ho- 
nours to Faustina wife 
of Antoninus Pius, who 
died A.D. 141. Twenty 
years afterwards the 
a husband was buried 

37. Temple ‘of Antoninus and Faustina. here too, to save erec- 
ting a new temple. It 

is a monument considered as one of the most splendid 
of the century, and is fairly well preserved on the exterior. 
The interior has been transformed into a church dedicated 
to S. Lorenzo in Miranda. Very notable are the monolith 
columns of cipollino marble with imperial and medioeval 
graffiti (scratchings); the friezes above and at the sides, 
the candelabra, and the hippogriffs. The building was 
terminated by a tympanum with two winged victories. 

Traces of a medioeval pharmaceutical laboratory 
were found underneath the stairs. 


a 





monuments al- 
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50. The Sepulcretum. In the space which extends 
from the temple of Antoninus and Faustina to the pri- 
sons, Giacomo Boni discovered in April rg0r and 
afterwards, an archaic sepulchre, a most precious dis- 
covery among the 
other precious di- 
scoveries in the 
Forum. The tombs 
brought to light 
were about 41, and 
who can say how 
many more there 
were originally ? 
But the cemetery 
had been cut in 
republican and im- 
perial times, by the 


ready spoken of, 
and by the Via 
Sacra. 

This sepulcretum 
or cemetery is in 
tufaceous _ earth, 
from 7 */, to 9 feet 
under the actual 
level of the Forum, 
and remounts to 
the XIl., or’ the “ ite 
XII. century BeG: 38. Temple of Antoninus and Faustina 
It seems to have and Sepulcretum pre-Romulus, 
been abandoned in 
the VII. century B. C., or about the time of Romulus, 
and it is not known if it was the cemetery of the village 
on the Palatine, or of that on the Esquiline. It is certain 
however that the Romans themselves, in the time of 
the Republic, were unaware of its existence, for they 
built above it, and even opened wells of water here. 

Cremation tombs were brought to light, with the 








te 
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burnt remains of bones and _ skeletons, collected in a 
terra cotta vase, in shape resembling a hog-backed 
cabin, and in jars covered with a lid; also various 
drinking vessels contained in terra cotta jars, covered 
by a slab of tufo. 

The tombs of inhumation consist of graves lined 
with small slabs of tufo placed one above another. The 
body was put lying at full length with brooches and 
bracelets, while a set of domestic pottery, which showed 
traces of food in some cases, was placed in the coffin. 
The tomb was then covered with rough blocks of tufo, 
one above another. 

The dead freedmen were buried in a supine position, 
and the slaves face down. The poor had nothing 
whatever in their coffins. There were also found trunks 
of oak trees, empty, in which children under three years 
old had been buried; also vases, tunics decorated with 
enamelled daises, and fibules or brooches. These be- 
longed to the V. century B. C., and bring to our minds 
the huts which rose over the buried cemetery after it 
had been abandoned, and the children under a certain 
age who were buried in the surrounding earth, sheltered 
by the eaves of them. (sub grundaria). 

Boni found evident traces of sacrifices on the tombs, 
and this sepulcretum proves that in Rome the rites of 
cremation and of inhumation were practised simulta- 
neously. Inhumation was adopted by the Aborigenes 
(the common people and clients), and cremation by the 
Arians of pure blood, the conquerors who respected 
the others only for political reasons, and wished to be 
distinct in this way, even in death, from the feebler 
and poorer races. 

Boni demonstrated that those who buried their dead 
here, formed their kitchen utensils of the same clay as 
the sepulcretum, rendering them smooth or glossy with 
a bone or a piece of wood. 

The furniture of the tombs being now taken away, — 
the sepulcretum has been covered over again, leaving 
the space occupied by the tombs and pits marked on the 
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surface of the actual plan. There remains however 
close to the prisons, and under a shed, a part uncovered 
which shows three tombs of inhumation, and one of 
cremation. 

51. Prisons. (Carcer). In the ideal city of Plato, as 
in Venice, the prisons were respectively at the entrance 
of the agora or forum, as at that of Piazza S. Marco, 
the Venetian Forum. 

Thus Giacomo Boni discovered at the east entrance 
of the Roman Forum, the prisons under the heroon of 
Romulus, They are the work of the beginning of the 
Empire, and consist of a long and narrow corridor 
running between the pro-Romulus sepulcretum, and the 
heroon, with small lateral cells about 9 feet square; 
they are vaulted over, and without windows, making 
evasion impossible. 

52. Arch of Fabius Allobroges. (Fornix Fabianus). 
Erected B. C. 121 in honour of Q. Fabius Maximus, 
conqueror of the Allobroges, it was therefore the most 
ancient triumpha! arch in the Forum. It was restored 
and ornamented B. C. 56, by one of his descendants, 
and it stood at the east entrance of the Forum, but its 
exact position is not precisely known because the 
foundations have not been discovered. However some 
travertine quoins have been found 3.80 metres square 
which have been re-arranged in front of the prisons, 
and they throw some light on the arch itself, 

53. Guard House. (Excubitorium). This was an 
edifice in masonry of the imperial age, almost in front 
of the heroon of Romulus or better, of the prisons, and 
was furnished with windows and loop holes. It serves 
to confirm the truth of the existence of the prisons, 
and yice versa. 

54. Provisional Museum of the Forum. In a small 
building close by, Boni has collected the most important 
artistic and archaeological materials found in the exca- 
vations in the Forum; here they will remain until the 
Antiquarium Forense is ready to receive them. The 
museum is not visible to the public but it contains 
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objects chiefly collected in the Comitium, at the Lapis 
Niger, the Cloaca Maxima, the Casa Pubblica, and the 
house and temple of Vesta. 

55- The Casa Pubblica. (Domus Publica). Such 
is the name given to a series of constructions, com- 
priseed between the 
house of the Vestals, 
the Regia, the Provision- 
al Museum, and_ the 
Arch of Fabius. It was 
the residence of the Pon- 
tifex’ Maximus, the Re- 
gia being his offices, but 
when Augustus. trans- 
ferred his habitation to 
the Palatine (B. C. 11 he 
gave the Domus Publica 
to the Vestals. Perhaps 
Julius Caesar and his 
wife Calpurnia reposed 
herc, the night before 
his death. 

The excavations hove 
laid bare buildings of 
the last days of the Re- 
public. with mosaic 
pavements, and canals 
ofrunning water, a place 

with pavement for an 

eee pe Rome impluvium, and a fresco 
representing the lower 

part of a small plot of grass, a delicious work of the first 
century A. D. There is also a hall with an apse, and an 
imperial house of a later epoch, with heating apparatus 
(ovens and terra cotta pipes) etc.; in fact a conglomera- 
tion of constructions, one above another, ranging from 
the post Caesarian period to the close of the Empire. 

56. The Temple Tomb of Romulus. (Heroon Ko- 
mult). This monument was begun by the Emperor 
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Maxentius in honour of his son Romulus, who died 
when four years old, and it was finished by the Senate. 

It is a circular building with a vaulted roof like the 
Pantheon, and a semicircular portico on the exterior, 
in front, two columns of which, and the bases of others 
still remain. The bronze doors on which we see bronze 
roses, and nails with ornamented heads are original, 
but they had been taken from some other more an- 
cient edifice, as also the marble jambs, and the inge- 
nious but simpie fastenings. 

The building has been transformed into a church 
and preserves the remains of frescoes and tombs of 
the XV. century, and in the interior is a spring of 
water believed to be miraculous; it is attributed to 
S. Felix. This part is now used as a magazine for 
archaeological materials found in the Forum, are too 
voluminous for the Provisional Museum. 

57. Temple of the Sacred City of Rome. (Zem- 
plum Sacrae Urbis Romae). Erected by the Emperor 
Vespasian from 73 to 78 A. D. together with the adjoining 
edifices, this building was destroyed in the fire of Com- 
modus A. D. 191, and rebuilt by Septimius Severus, 
or at least restored by him. It was dedicated to the 
Sacred City of Rome, and in front of it extended the 
Forum of Peace. It was never used as a religious 
editice in ancient times, but was a repository for the 
archives of the taxes, the anagraphs, and the records 
of the public works, and on the wall which looked on 
the Forum of Peace the marble plan of Rome executed 
by Vespasian, Septimius Severus, and Caracalla was 
fastened. This plan having fallen by the corrosion 
produced by the vines growing on the wall, underwent 
a thousand vicissitudes, and to-day only some hundred 
fragments remain, which with great labour have been 
re-arranged in the little garden of the Palace of the 
Conservators, on the Capitol. 

_ The temple was transformed into a Christian church 
by Pope Felix V. in the year 526, and dedicated to 
SS. Cosimos and Damianus, and remains so still, and 
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thus it was the first pagan monument which was des- 
tined so, and that by permission of the Emperor Theo- 
doric. The heroon of Romulus having been united to 
the church became part of it. 

58. Forum of Peace. (Forum pacts). This forum 
was the work of Vespasian and Titus at the close of 
the Jewish war, and dedicated in the year 75 A. D., 

, so rapidly was 
it built. Vespa- 
sian ornamented 
it with the rich 
spoilstaken from 
Jesusalem. Is 
shapeit was rect- 
angular, flanked. 
with particoes, 
but nothing now 
remains of it 
except some of 
the pavement on 
which we see an 
enormous block 
fallen’: Dy. an 
earthquake from 
the basilica of 

40. Medioeval Portico on the Via Sacra. Constantine; the 

rest of the Fo. 
rum is buried under the Via Alessandrina and Via 
Cavour. The street which united it to the Roman Forum 
was adorned with arches, and was called in Medioeval 
times, Arco del Latrone, Arch of the Great Robber. 

59. Medioeval Porch. This porch is built against 
the basilica of Constantine, at the angle where the Via 
Sacra meets the Arco del Latrone. \t has 5 arcades, and 
ihe foundations are built with stones taken from other 
monuments. For this reason, and for the fact that it rests 
on the edge of the imperial pavement of the Via Sacra, 
while the Medioeval part of it is at the level of the thresh- 
old of the arcades, it must be retained of a late epoch. 
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41. The Roman Forum from the Velia to the Colosseum. 
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60. The Sacred Way. (Via Sacra). This is the 
road which materially and ideally connected the Latin 
city on the Palatine, with the city of the Sabines on the 
Capitol. It began at the shrine of the Goddess Strenia, 
near the Colosseum, and ascended the Velia, were it was 
called Summa Sacra Via, on account of its elevation; 
then traversing the Forum ir ascended the Vulcanal 
under the name of Clivus Capitolinus, and terminated 
on the Capitol above. Afterwards it underwent modi- 
fications, and one branch of it passed between the 
Regia and the Sacrarium of Vesta, and then went on 
in front of the Basilica Julia. It was flanked by tem- 
ples and basilicas, and at its most elevated part by 
shops for the margaritart or jewellers, and along it 
passed the victorious triumphers to be crowned with 
glory on the Capitol. 

Giacomo Boni demolishing the Medioeval pavement 
of the Via, which was made with stones polygon in 
shape, discovered the imperial pavement — polygon 
too, — very flat, the stones being accurately joined 
together. 

The Via Sacra is cut by walls or massive substruc- 
tions of horrea or store-houses, and at its sides are 
remains of republican and imperial buildings. 

61. The Velia and its buildings. The Velia is one 
of the three heights of the Palatine, and precisely that 
which descends to the Forum. Here in ancient times 
were held the markets, and in the advanced times of 
Rome, it was the fruit market, and as one of two ex- 
tremities of the Via Sacra, it was fortified. 

The excavations here have restored to light many 
remains of edifices, nearly all of houses of varous con- 
structions of the imperial period, which furnish much 
material for the study of domestic architecture, and the ° 
intimate life of the Romans, prior to the fire of Nero, 
A. D. 64. . 

The republican house towards the Arch of Titus, and 
in front of S, Francesca Romana, is remarkable; it has 
been patiently restored. 
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62. The Wells. (Putei). About eight wells have 
been traced, along the Via Sacra especially, the greater 
number of which remount to the era of the Republic, 
prior to 441 B. C., when the censor Appius Claudius 
built the aqueduct which brought the first drinkable 
water to Rome. A few others are Medioeval, having © 
been sunk when the Goths besieged Belisarius in Rome, 
and cut the aqueducts. 

The former are sunk in the ground, each one being 
lined with so many rings, each ring consisting of 5 
slabs of tufo, two of which have a cavity, or hold for 
the foot. They are from 18 to 72 feet deep. The 
Medioeval wells were sunk as best they could, in the 
ground, and we see them lined with brick, or with 
fragments of marble from the destroyed monuments. 

They were all filled up with earth containing much 
archaeological material: (dice and dice-boxes, terra cotta 
vases, glass and bronze objects, knives, skins of ani- 
mals, coins, weights, etc.), allinteresting for the study 
of the intimate life of classic Rome. 

There were also two cistern wells or subterranean 
granaries discovered in the Forum, and these were 
lined with tufo and were augurial pits or wells, like those 
already described before. 

63. Shrine of Bacchus or Cybele or else of the 
Penates. Following the Via Sacra towards the Arch 
of Titus, we see on the right, the fragment of a cur- 
vilinear architrave on which a female figure is sculp- 
tured, and we perceive the socket setting of an in- 
scription with bronze letters. 

Some writers believe that this treats of the edicule 
or shrine of Bacchus to which another of Cybele stood 
opposite, to ornament the entrance to the imperial pa- 
laces. Instead Boni maintains that it is the edicule 
of the Penates, because the edicules here are certainly 
not at the entrance to the imperial palaces, but far 
enough away from it. 

_ 64. The Spice Warehouses. (Horrea Piperataria). 
These buildings attributed to Domitian, were destroyed 
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in the fire of r91 A. D., but were rebuilt afterwards. 
Destroyed again by fire in 283, under Carinus, they 
were erected again for the third time, and it is of this 
last restoration we now see the remains consisting of 
tufo walls, constituting a series of rooms the thresholds 
of which are in travertine, and there is a complex sys- 
tem of drainage. The whole had its name from the 
spices with which the magazines were largely provided, 





42. Basilica of Maxentius. 


for these were much used in Rome, and were sold at 
a sufficiently elevated price. There were other maga- 
zines for different merchandize, but these were scat- 
tered about the city. Part of the basilica of Constan- 
ttine was constructed on these horrae afterwards. 

65. Basilica of Constantine, or of Maxentius. 
(Basilica Constantini vel Maxenziana). Begun by Ma- 
xentius (zt was then called Bastlica Nova), this basilica 
was completed by Constantine, and was then called 
after this latter, by a decree of the Senate. In the 
Middle Ages it was transformed into a church, but 
was injured by an earthquake. From 1500 til 1812, it 
was inhabited, when the excavation of it began, but 
in 1828 it served as a deposit for all sorts of refuse, 
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an ignoble use from which it was rescued by Nibby 
who freed it from every pollution. 

It is the ultimate architectonic force of the decaying 
Empire. 

Maxentius gave to this monument an entrance on 
the east side, and an apse on the west; Constantine 





43. Basilica of Maxentius, A hall in the right nave. 


on the contrary made the front in the Via Sacra, putting 
a portico before it, and constructing an apse at the 
end of the central hall of the right nave. 

We still see the remains of the stairs, and of the 
portico with its red porphyry columns; also the three 
halls of the right side nave, high, colossa] halls with 
vaulted roofs ornamented with coffers and large roses 
in gilt stucco. 

The central hall is 245 feet long, by 75 wide and 
was rio feet high. One of the monolithic columns 
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which ornamented the basilica,was erected by Paul V. 
in the Piazza S. Maria Maggiore, in 1613, at a cost of 
60,000 lire for its transport alone. It is over 42 feet 
high without the base or capital. 

In this basilica — which, ornamented with stucco, 
with marble and statues, must haye appeared majestic 
and imposing, — there 
were discovered in the 
recent excavations, 
fragments of the fallen 
roof, remains of the 
magazines constructed 
here, and the base of 
the tribunal of Maxen- 
tius, this latter just in- 
side the actual entrance 
of the building, from 
the Forum. 

66. Edicule of the 
Lares. (Aedes Larum). 
Augustus erected a 
temple, or more pro- 
perly speaking, a 
shrine to the Lares at 
the summit of the Via 
Sacra. These bares 
were the departed 
spirits of the heads of 
families, founders of 
the household, who as procreative force, impeded the 
extinction of their races. Boni believes that this edi- 
cule can be identified with the construction in front 
of the Arch of Titus, against the high wall of the horrea 
which cuts the Via Sacra. 

67. Arch of Titus. (Arcus Titi). This monument 
was erected by the Senate and people, on the summit 
of the Velia, to celebrate the destruction of the Jews 
in the famous war brought to a conclusion by Titus. 
In the Middle Ages it was transformed into a tower, 





44. Arch of Titus. 
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but was restored in 1729-32, and afterwards by Pius VII. 
who employed Cav. Stern and Giuseppe Valadier to 
accomplish the work, which they did in a masterly 
manner. 

As a specimen of art abounding in ornamentation 
it is the most precious of all the arches which Rome 
boats. It has a skeleton of travertine covered with 
marble; the unique vaulted arch is adorned with large 
roses in the coffers, and in the centre of it is the 
apotheosis of Titus borne to the skies by an eagle. 

The two magnificent bas reliefs, in the interior, on 
the sides represent, one: the beginning of the triumphal 
procession of Titus having conquered the Jews; the 
legionaries are crowned with laurels and bear the 
captured spoils: the seven-branch candlestick, the Ark 
of the Covenant, and the silver trumpets of the temple 
of Jerusalem. The other bas relief represents the 
conclusion of the triumph. Titus appears in his four- 
horse chariot, the Goddess Roma conducting the milk 
white horses by the bridle, while a winged Victory 
crowns the Emperor. 

On the front of the arch towards the Colosseum, 
we read the dedicatory inscription, the incisions for 
the bronze still remaining, and on the ‘front, looking 
towards the Capitol, an inscription with bronze letters 
records the restoration by Pius VII. 

The triumph of Titus, and the River Jordan are 
represented in the frieze, but in smaller proportions. 
The arch is flanked by two fluted columns with ca- 
pitals which are the most antique examples known of 
the composite order, and on the key stone are por- 
trayed the Goddess Rome, and the Genius of the Roman 
people, while at the sides are two winged Victories. 

The observations of Boni demonstrate that Hadrian 
in order to have the necessary area for the temple of 
Venus and Rome, took down the Arch which at that 
time strided the Via Sacra, and had it set up again 
more towards the Palatine. 
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The travertine plinth of the arch, brought to light 
by Boni, shows the ruts of the carriage wheels, made 
in the Middle Ages, perhaps when they carted away 
the marbles of the monuments in the Forum. 

In front of the Arch, and on’ the Colosseum side 
the excavations uncovered remains of antique republican 
constructions, with tesselated pavements. 

68. Clivus Palatinus. — From the opposite side 
of the Arch of Titus there is a road prolonged under 
the name of Clivus Palatinus, — a divergence from 
the Via Sacra, — which leads to the Sacred Hill. 
Here are paving stones still in position, and the re- 
mains of a Medioeval pavement which Boni demo- 
lished in order to discover the accurate and solid im- 
perial pavement. During the researches, remains of 
buildings of the Empire, and the half of an interesting 
epigraph dedicated to the mother of Theodosius the 
Great, were found. 

69. The Mugonian Gate. (Porta Mugonia). This 
was one of the four gates of Roma Quadrata, on the 
Palatine, and derived its name from the lowing of the 
cattle which passed through in the morning to pasturage. 
It still existed in the time of Augustus, but nothing is 
known of it afterwards. Boni fixed the ubication of 
it, in the immediate neighbourhood of the Clivus Pa- 
latinus. 

qo. Via Nuova. (Nova Via). This road is so-called 
in contradistinction to the Via Sacra the most ancient 
par excellence. It led from the Arch of Titus to the 
house of the Vestals at the foot of the Palatine, and 
parallel to the Via Sacra, but at a higher level. Half 
way down it runs under the arches of the lower parts 
of the constructions of the Palace’ of Caligula, and the 
rooms we see here were used for the purpose of ma- 
gazines and shops by means of arches. ‘Taking into 
account the height of the imperial palace which stood 
above them, and the narrowness of the street, they 
must have been cold and dark. 
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71. Temple of Jupiter Stator. (Zemplum Stator). 
According to the legend, in the battle against the Sa- 
bines led by their chief Titus Tatius, and after the 
episode of Mettius Curtius, the Romans commenced to 
retreat, hotly pursued by the enemy. Romulus seeing 
his soldiers about to lose the day, and the enemy on 
the point of entering the city, made a vow to Jupiter 
to raise a temple to him, if he would stop the retreat 
of the Romans and give them the victory. And so it 
happened, and Romulus fulfilled his vow, and built the 
temple. 

The Consul Postumius for a vow made during the 
Samnite war, reconstructed the edifice B. C. 294, and 
Cicero pronounced his first Philippic against the Cati- 
line conspirators before the Senators, here assembled. 
The fire of Nero destroyed the building, which was 
then rebuilt either by him, or by Vespasian or Domi- 
tian. The Arvali assembled in this temple for the 
cooptatio. 

The temple of Jupiter Stator was formery arbitrarily 
supposed to have been somewhere by the Forum, but 
to-day the monument must be recognized in the massive 
platform to the west of the Arch of Titus, which still 
preserves the grooves of the small beams of wooden 
casing, and near which are fragments of sculpture. 
The building had six columns in front, and the tym- 
panum ornamented in the centre with a crown. 

72. The Cartularian Tower. (Zurris Chartularia). 
The ruins which we see beyond the temple of Jupiter 
stator, towards the Colosseum, are said to belong to 
this construction. Here too, are the ruins of many 
buildings of the IV. century A. D. successively restored 
and enlarged, among which we note some localities 
adapted for baths, and the remains of a little church 
with an apse. 

The people called these the Baths of Nero, but G. B. 
De Rossi believed that here rose the episcopal house 
of John VII. Probably here were the library and the 
pontifical archives which gave the name of TJurris 
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Chartularia to a tower which the Frangipani family con- 
structed near the Arch of Titus, to dominate the valley 
of the Forum, and the Colosseum, and to guard the 
Palatine. Probably it sustained not a small part in the 
struggles which in the second half of the XII. century, 
Pope Alexander III. had with the partisans of Barba- 
rossa. Valadier in 1829 caused every vestige of this 
tower to disappear. 

73 Temple of Venus and Rome. (Zemplum Ve- 
neris et Romae). This edifice was erected by Hadrian, 
who demolished the buildings on the Velia, lowering 
the summit of the hill,and removing the Arch of Titus 
to its present position, and also the Colossus of Nero, ete. 
The temple was completed by Antoninus Pius, but 
having been injured in the fire of Commodus, A. D. 191, 
it was afterwards repaired, and finally restored by 
Maxentius and Constantine after the fire of Carinus 
A. Di 289. 

Pope Honorius I. (625-40) took away the gilt bronze 
roof to cover the basilica of S. Peter, and the temple 
was afterwards despoiled by the Saracens in the year 
846. On part of its area Paul I. (757-67) built the church 
of S. Francesca Romana, (rich in memories of works 
of art), and the annexed monastery, but when this latter 
passed to the State, it was converted into habitations. 
Boni rehabilitated it from the state of ruin and in- 
decency in which he found it, transforming it into the 
seat of the Antiquarium Forense, and offices of the 
excavations on the Palatine, and in the Forum. An 
idea very opportune, so that the visitor having seen 
the Forum and its various monuments, can observe 
here the moveable materials which could not be _ pre- 
served in their original places. These are collected 
here, and in this way complete the historic-archaeological 
vision for us. 

Up to the present there has been arranged on the 
ground floor, and on the right of the entrance, the ma- 
terial of the XUI. century B. C. sepulcretum. 

On the third floor, where the offices are, Boni has 
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instituted a library for the students of the classic. Roman 
world, which comprises prints, geographical charts, de- 
signs, plastics, photogriphs, etc. many of which are 
donations. Added to this is an ample lecture hall. 
Fastened on the walls we see chalk drawings of 
Trajan’s Column. and of Trajan’s Arch at Benevento, 
and arranged in the corridor are casts of Roman statues, 
re-figuring the best types of divinities, emperors, magi- 
strates, etc., which are preserved in the museums of 
Europe. 

The ruins of the temple of Venus and Rome, on 
which the monastery is built, presents in the interior, 
looking towards the Capitol, the sacred cella of Rome, 
with the remains of a vaulted roof coffered, with large 
stucco roses, and of a rich, polished pavement in por- 
phyry, giallo antique, and serpentine marbles, with an 
accumulation of porphyry columns, and of various marble 
fragments of architecture and sculpture here collected. 

The monastery in which resided for some time, 
Torquato Tasso, and afterwards the Ablé Liszt the 
celebrated musician, was inhabited by the Olivetan 
monks, who officiated in the church of S. Francesca 
Romana. 

The facade has been rebuilt in the intellectual taste 
of the Empire, by the architect Giuseppe Valadier; the 
cloisters and the two posterior loggie were restored in 
their beautiful forms, in the XV. century, and in the 
first — between the gross pilasters, — there appears 
another coeval with the bell tower of the XIII. century, 
which was blocked up, and suffocated as it were, by 
the larger and solid cloister of the quattrocento. In the 
two upper stories religious frescoes of the XIV. XV. 
and XVI. centuries have been uncovered, and traces of 
decorations of the XV century have been found, with 
fasces and festoons of laurel, and painted heads. 

Thus cleaned and restored, the old monastery has 
been given a new life, and proudly displays its beauty 
which formerly was hid, and had fallen into decay. 
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74. New Excavations and Restorations. Notwith- 
standing the immense labour already done, the excavations 
and restorations are not yet complete. We see them 
little by little approaching the end, taking count of the 
vast labour being executed on the Palatine, which 
demands all the attention of Giacomo Boni; the work of 
numerous excavators and a certain expense. 

Amongst other works in the Forum, are the researches 
in the Basilica A°milia, and the difficult and patient 
restoration of the marbles found there. 

The clearing out of the horrae Germanicus has been 
accomplished ; new restorations are being done, as also 
the judicious, systematical arrangement of the very 
numerous marble fragments lying in S. Maria Antica, 
‘and in other places. 

While prosecuting the excavations on the platform 
of the basilica of Maxentius, new ruins are continually 
being discovered, as well as new parts of the construc- 
tions over which it was built. All this is being accom- 
plished besides the normal works of ordinary main- 
tenance, and those relating to the preservation and 
increase of the forense flora. 

75. The Flavian Amphitheatre, or Colosseum. 
(Amphiteatrum Flavi). Standing at the Arch of Titus, 
the utmost limits of the Forum, the eye embraces other 
monuments. High above all rises the Flavian Amphi- 
theatre, or Colosseum as it was called in the Middle 
Ages (and is still), from the adjacent Colossus of Nero, 
or perhaps from its huge dimensions. It was erected 
A. D. 72, according to a not-very-authoritative voice, 
by the Christian Architect Gaudentius, or better, by 
Rabirius, with eight years of labour, by order of the 
Emperors Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian. It consists 
of four orders of architecture, of eighty arches each 
order, and measures 527 metres externally in circum- 
ference. It is 150 feet high and could accommodate 
about 50,000 spectators. It was destined for three 
sorts of spectacles: maumachie or naval battles, gladia- 
toral games, and sports with wild beasts. A model 
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of architecture, it was restored by Pius VII., Leo XIL, 
and finally by Guido Baccelli, who with great labour 
cleared away the rubbish and earth accumulated in 
and around it. 

Between the temple of Venus and Rome, and the 
Colosseum we see the remains of two other monu- 
ments. One of these is the base of the Colossus of 
Nero (Colossus Nerontis), or colossal statue of the Em- 
peror Nero, a work by Zenodoro, 36 to 39 metres 
(about 125 feet) high, in gilt bronze. It was erected 
by Nero in his Golden House, and after various vicis-_ 





45. Flavian Amphiteatre or Colosseum. 


situdes Hadrian caused it to be transported to where 
we now see the base. 

The other ruin is the Meta Sudans ; a grandiose 
typical gushing fountain, and was so called because in 
shape it was like a circus meta or cone with a large 
base which in the circus signalized the limit of the race. 

76. Arch of Constantine. (Arcus Constantint). This 
monument was erected perhaps A. D. 315, to commem.- 


orate the victory, obtained by the Emperor Constan- 


tine over Maxentius, on the 28 of October in the 
year 312, near Ponte Milvio (now called Molle). It is 
ina fair state of preservation owing to the restorations 
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of Pope Clement XII. executed in 1733. It has three 
arcades: one large centre one, and two smaller lateral 
ones. It is about 75 feet high by 84 wide, and was 
surmounted by a bronze statue of Constantine, or 
perhaps by a group representing the Emperor in his 
quadriga or four-horse chariot. The arch shows fairly 
good architectonic work, although somewhat squat; 





46. Arch of Constantine, towards the Archaeological Passage. 


too rich in decoration, and too poor in the art of 
sculpture. The worst reliefs are of the time of Con- 
stantine; the others were taken from an arch of Trajan 
and therefore are artistically superior to the others. It 
is adorned with 8 Corinthiam columns in giallo antico 
marble, and with 8 statues of Barbarian kings, or 
Dacian warrior prisoners, in pavonazzetto marble. 
The inscription says that the Emperor by divine im- 
pulse etc. vindicated the State, with his army. 














The Roman Forum ig] 





% 


Looking about us from here, we have presented 
to us immediately three grand documents of three dif- 
ferent civilities. The Colosseum is the exponent of 
classic Roman civility, the civility of art, but disfigured 
by cruelty and superstition, of which the amphitheatre 
was testimony for tens of lustres; the Arch of Con- 
stantine signals the triumph of Christianity over Pa- 
ganism, or the new civilization which purified and ide a- 
lized the antique. In front of us, in fine, opens the 
Archaeological Passage due to a genial man, the most 
Roman of Romans, Guido Baccelli.. It is a work of 
the emulative Third Rome, which blends harmoniously 
in itself, the force, the intellect and the prosperity of 
the classic Urbe, with the refinement of Chris- 
tian fraternity, and proceeds courageously to new 
conquests and new discoveries, amorously searching 
out and protecting the documents of its marvellous 
past. 
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